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forward in a very timely fashion. We 
learned during the lunch hour today 
that Representative CHARLIE NORWOOD 
of Georgia passed away, a victim of 
cancer. 

CHARLIE had been fighting valiantly 
that disease for over 3 years, having a 
lung transplant, and, unfortunately— 
after the transplant’s success for a 
year and CHARLIE doing well—cancer 
occurred in one lung and then trans-
ferred to his liver. 

His wife Gloria has been an abso-
lutely wonderful human being, seeing 
to it that CHARLIE continued to do his 
work in the House of Representatives, 
even though suffering greatly from the 
effects of the cancer that reoccurred. 

CHARLIE NORWOOD was elected in 1994 
and was a classmate and fellow rep-
resentative with many of us here—Sen-
ator COBURN, Senator GRAHAM, Senator 
LINCOLN, Senator CHAMBLISS, and my-
self. 

On behalf of all of us who have had 
the chance to serve with CHARLIE NOR-
WOOD, we today pay tribute to his life, 
the great accomplishments he made on 
behalf of his district, and his untiring 
effort to bring about quality, afford-
able health care within the reach of 
every single American. 

He will be remembered for many 
things: his tenacity, his great sense of 
humor, his commitment to his district, 
and to his people. But from a political 
standpoint and a service standpoint, he 
will be remembered for Norwood-Din-
gell, the legislation that laid the 
groundwork for reforms in health care 
that even go on at this day. 

So as a Member of the Senate from 
Georgia, as a personal friend of CHAR-
LIE NORWOOD and his beautiful wife 
Gloria, and as one who is so thankful 
for the contributions he made to my 
State, to me as an individual, and to 
this body, I pay tribute to CHARLIE 
NORWOOD, pass on the sympathy and 
the condolences of my family to his 
wife Gloria and his many friends. 

And again, I repeat my thanks to 
Senator MCCONNELL and Senator REID 
for their timely recognition of the 
passing of CHARLIE NORWOOD. 

It is my pleasure now to, with unani-
mous consent, recognize Senator 
CHAMBLISS from Georgia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL). The Senator from Georgia 
is recognized. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President, 
I thank my friend and colleague from 
Georgia for those very generous and 
kind words about our mutual friend. 

I rise today to pay tribute to a guy 
who has been a great inspiration not 
just for the last 3 years when he has so 
bravely fought the deadly disease that 
ultimately got him—cancer—but CHAR-
LIE NORWOOD and I were elected to Con-
gress together in 1994. 

CHARLIE was one of those individuals 
who came to Congress for the right rea-
son; that is, to make this country a 
better place for our generation as well 
as for future generations to live. 

CHARLIE worked every single day to 
make sure he could personally do ev-

erything he could as a Member of the 
House of Representatives to make this 
country better. 

CHARLIE grew up a Valdosta Wildcat. 
Now, to people in this body that may 
not mean a whole lot, but to anybody 
who lives in our great State, growing 
up a Valdosta Wildcat and playing for 
the Wildcat football team is a very spe-
cial asset. 

Valdosta is a very unique town down 
in my part of the State, down in the 
very southern part of our State. The 
football lore of Valdosta is second to 
no other community in the country. 

CHARLIE loved his Valdosta Wildcats. 
He and I used to sit on the floor of the 
House every now and then, particularly 
during football season, and talk about 
his days of growing up. My hometown 
of Moultrie is the biggest football rival 
of Valdosta. 

CHARLIE loved life. He loved things 
like football. He also loved his family. 
He was the proud husband of Gloria 
Norwood, who is one more great lady, 
and he had two sons and several grand-
children. 

CHARLIE used to take his grand-
children to Atlanta every year at 
Thanksgiving, used to take the girls. 
He would let those girls have the run of 
a very nice hotel in Atlanta to do 
whatever they wanted, including CHAR-
LIE NORWOOD, a mean, gruff, old dentist 
from Augusta, GA, sitting down in the 
afternoon and having tea with his 
granddaughters. He was, indeed, a very 
special person, a guy who loved his 
country, loved his State, loved his fam-
ily, and really cared about what is best 
for America. 

One anecdote about CHARLIE I will 
never forget. He and I became good 
friends during the 1994 campaign. We 
both signed the Contract with Amer-
ica. We ran on the Contract with Amer-
ica. One provision in there was requir-
ing an amendment to the Constitution 
calling for the Federal budget to be 
balanced. CHARLIE and I both felt very 
strongly about that. We were sitting on 
the floor of the House of Representa-
tives one night together, as we were de-
bating and voting on the amendment 
to the Constitution calling for a bal-
anced budget, and as the numbers in 
favor of the bill grew and grew, the 
roar within the Chamber itself got 
louder and louder. It took 397 votes to 
reach the point where the balanced 
budget amendment would pass, and 
when it hit 350, the roar got louder. It 
hit 360. Finally, it hit 397. CHARLIE 
looked over at me and said: SAX, that 
is why we came here. He was that kind 
of person who truly cared about his 
country and the principles for which he 
stood. 

He was a man who will truly be 
missed, as my colleague, Senator 
ISAKSON, said, for his ideas on health 
care. He truly believed that every per-
son who received health care treatment 
in this country ought to have the abil-
ity to look their physician in the eye 
and make sure they had the right to 
choose the physician from whom they 

were receiving medical services. It is 
only fitting that CHARLIE’s Patient’s 
Bill of Rights was reintroduced in the 
House in the last several days. I look 
forward, hopefully, to Congressman 
DINGELL taking up that bill and debat-
ing that bill. It was a controversial bill 
then. It will be controversial again. 
But just because CHARLIE NORWOOD felt 
so strongly about it, I am hopeful we 
will see some movement on that bill. 

As I wind down, I have such fond 
memories about CHARLIE from a per-
sonal standpoint. But most signifi-
cantly, the great memories I will al-
ways have about CHARLIE NORWOOD are 
about his commitment to America, his 
commitment to freedom, his commit-
ment to the men and women who wear 
the uniform of the United States, of 
which he was one—he was a veteran of 
Vietnam—and about the great spirit 
CHARLIE NORWOOD always brought to 
every issue on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. He was a great Amer-
ican. He was a great Member of the 
House of Representatives. He was a 
great colleague. He was a great friend 
who will be missed. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

f 

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE FIS-
CAL YEAR 2007—Continued 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that I be al-
lowed to speak for up to 20 minutes on 
the continuing resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

A few days ago, I came to the floor 
deeply concerned because someone, 
someone over in the House of Rep-
resentatives—first, let me ask the 
Chair, will you please give me a min-
ute’s notice when my 20 minutes is up? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At the 
conclusion of 19 minutes, the Senator 
will be given notice. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Thank you very 
much. 

Someone over in the House of Rep-
resentatives, before they sent that con-
tinuing resolution or joint funding res-
olution over here, had taken the 
Teacher Incentive Fund, which was to 
be funded at $100 million a year, and re-
duced it to $200,000. In other words, 
they killed the funding. I couldn’t 
imagine someone would do that on pur-
pose, and so I came here to say so. I 
know it was a confusing time and there 
were lots of different priorities to be 
met. Perhaps, in the difficulty of put-
ting together the joint funding resolu-
tion, it was just a slip-up. I said I 
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